
The One-Minute Paper 
 

 
Purpose 

• To assess student reactions to activities and assignments 
• To assess student understanding of a topic before proceeding to new topic 
• To provide a short, open-ended, flexible assessment  

 
Advantages 

• Takes only a few minutes of class time 
• Provides immediate feedback 
• Easily administered in large and small classes 
• Demonstrates your interest in student comprehension and reactions 
• Encourages active participation 

 
Procedure 

• Construct one or two questions that students can answer quickly and briefly.  Put the 
questions on an overhead or on the board. 

• Set aside the first or last 5 minutes of class for the 1-minute write. 
• Distribute index cards or ask students to use a half-sheet of paper to write their 

responses. 
 
Some Possible Questions 

• What was the most important (significant, crucial) think you learned in today’s class? 
• What question (s) do you have about the material covered in today’s class? 
• Write two quiz questions about the material covered today. 
• List the key concepts from today’s class 
• What is the main application of the material we discussed today? 

 
When to Use a 1- Minute Paper 

• After completing a topic 
• During a topic as an on-going assessment check 
• Introducing a new topic 
• At any point where you want students to gauge their progress 
• To help students clarify patterns 
• To help students articulate their thinking and understanding 
• To help students identify interesting and/or important points 

 
Some Hints 

• Start small.  Don’t ask for more information than you can examine. 
• Ask specific questions.  Vague questions produce vague answers. 
• Tabulate/Analyze the results immediately.  If you don’t, it is likely you never will. 
• Respond to the 1-minute writings in the next class.  If you don’t, students will stop taking 

them seriously. 
 
Some Variations 

• Students work in pairs, sharing responses and trying to answer each others questions. 
• Post the strongest 1-minute papers. 

 


